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By Aaron Stern

The Gazette

M
a r g a r e t
Davis re-
c e n t l y
had sur-

gery. She has no job, no
place to live, and without the
support of her church she
would have little hope. Re-
cently someone told her that
she didn’t look like a home-
less person, and it made her
mad.

“I am homeless and I’m
not too ashamed to say it,”

Davis said. As Fairfax County
grapples with a projected
$650 million budget deficit
for the upcoming fiscal year,
Davis said it was important
to continue to fund pro-
grams that offer affordable
housing and other services
to the county’s low-income
residents.

Davis was one of many
speakers at a rally on Sun-
day, March 8 organized by
Virginians Organized for In-
terfaith Community Engage-
ment (VOICE) at Bethlehem
Baptist Church. The rally in-
cluded public commitments

Cost of Social Conscience
Supervisors
commit to push
for affordable
housing, dental
and ESOL
services.

“Sometimes when
there’s hard
times, people
start to [abandon]
what they hold
precious.”

— Imam Johari
Abdul-Malik

The Rev. Keary Kincannon of Rising Hope United
Methodist Church emphasized the importance of
providing affordable housing and dental care to
Fairfax County residents in need at a meeting of
Virginians Organized for Interfaith Community En-
gagement on Sunday, March 8.

Sharon Bulova, chairman of the Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors, voices her support for the VOICE
agenda to the Rev. Tuck Bowerfind, Imam Johari Abdul-
Malik, and nearly 300 in the audience.

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

A
lthough Richmond High-
way has received a couple
new Walgreens and four

new hotels, opinions are divided
as to the status of the long-awaited
revitalization effort on Richmond
Highway. The high-end grocer
Wegman’s bailed out of a proposed
new store last year and funding for
a long-awaited transit study sud-
denly disappeared in December.
The wait for a revitalized Rich-
mond Highway has become an
exercise in patience. “Route One
is still an orphan in the district,”
said Frank Cohn, chairman of a
strategic planning committee for
the Mount Vernon Council of Civic

Associations. “If the transportation
system is not in place, you cannot
expect an influx of first-rate res-
taurants and stores, can you?”

For many residents in Mount
Vernon, the dream of replacing
crumbling strip malls with high-
end stores and dense urban devel-
opment has been a distant dream
— one that some say is being
choked by congested roads and
gridlock-addled motorists. Al-
though much of Richmond High-
way has six lanes, a critical stretch
of the road between Sherwood
Hall Land and Telegraph Road is
still two lanes north and two lanes
south. Funding for a transit study
aimed at this section were reallo-
cated elsewhere last year by the

Corridor’s Future?
Perspectives vary on status of
Mount Vernon revitalization.

By Aleksandra Kulczuga

The Gazette

A
nne Andrews of Mt.
Vernon has volunteered
and served the citizens of

Fairfax County for over 40 years.
This Sunday the Fairfax County
Federation of Citizens Associations
will honor her work in providing
human services to her fellow citi-
zens.

“This was completely out of the
blue and I was overwhelmed,” said
Andrews, on finding out she was
this year’s recipient.

“We are proud to publicly rec-
ognize the achievements of Anne
Andrews, our citizen of the year,
and Linda Byrne and Christine
Morin, our Citation of Merit win-

ners, who have selflessly worked
to make Fairfax County a better
place,” said John Jennison, the
Citizen of the Year chair. He adds
that these are regular people who
work hard to improve the quality
of life for county residents and
serve as role models for their com

Person of the Year
Anne Andrews
receives county-
wide award.

Anne Andrews

All-Connection Basketball Teams — Sports, page 20



2  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  March 12-18, 2009 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

LONG & FOSTER
ALEXANDRIA • MT. VERNON

Your local professionals with a world of experience

Paul Petefish
Branch Manager

5845 Richmond Highway

Alexandria VA 22303

703-960-8900
www.longandfoster.com

Alex/Old Town  $630,000

RESTORED VICTORIAN HOME
High ceilings, refinished 1910 heartwood pine floors,
two wood burning fireplaces. Large renovated eat-in
kitchen, full bath with clawfoot tub, spacious master
suite with fireplace and charming sitting room. Slate
patio and cedar shed. Near Metro bus and rail.

June Sherwood  703-317-1872

Alexandria $380,000
BEST LOCATION – CLOSE TO METRO

Well-maintained, attractive stone and frame
rambler with screened porch and nicely land-
scaped yard. Four bedrooms, 2 baths, new fam-
ily room. Close to Old Town, DC, Fort Belvoir,
Huntington Metro, and shopping centers.

Benjamin Paz Machuca 703-338-9582

Springfield $440,000

THIS ONE WON’T LAST
Updated 2-story colonial with front porch on quiet
cul-de-sac.  Spacious home in move-in condition, 4
bedrooms, 3.5 baths, au pair suite with separate
entrance, sitting room with balcony off master bed-
room.  Sunroom off dining room.  Many more
updates.  Attached garage. Motivated sellers.

Wanda Smith  571-216-3413

RENTAL PROPERTIES

ALEX/OLD TOWN TH..........2 BR/2 BA.......$1,895

MONTEBELLO CONDO.....1 BR/1.5 BA .....$1,500

ALEX/SOUTH SFH..............4 BR/2.5 BA......$2,195

ALEX S/FT. HUNT SFH......5 BR/4.5 BA......$4,800

EATON SQUARE CONDO....2 BR/2 BA.......$1,750

FAIRLINGTON TH...............1 BR/2 BA.......$1,775

ARLINGTON CONDO.......... 2 BR/2 BA.......$2,400

SPRINGFIELD TH...........3 BR/2.5+.5 BA...$1,795

Alexandria $635,000

NEW PRICE
Lovely colonial on large corner lot provides 5 bedrooms
upstairs with 4 baths and an oversized 2-car garage.
Enjoy neutral interior with a large dining room, kitchen
with table space, family room with woodstove, and spa-
cious screened porch.  Wood floors, tons of room to
entertain and play with huge rec room (and pool table!).
Loads of storage space and separate laundry room.

Marcy Bates  703-606-7605

Alexandria $239,900

PRETTY AND SPOTLESSLY CLEAN
One bedroom condo with lots of windows, huge
walk-in closet, newer black appliances, washer
and dryer in unit, and a large private balcony
overlooking trees.  Premier gated community
with free commuter shuttle to Metro. Pool, club
house with bar and fitness center.

Mary Siverson  703-209-6918

Springfield $365,000

ESCAPE
Lovely 3 level end TH has 3 bedrooms, 2.5 updated
baths, a sparkling eat-in kitchen and is freshly painted
throughout.  Lower level has a large laundry / utility /
storage room and a spacious family room with patio
door walkout to brick patio and gorgeous wooded
view.  Pride of ownership abounds.  A great place to
call home!

Pat Grant  703-919-5838

Alexandria $459,000
MOTIVATED SELLERS

Spacious, four bedroom, three bathroom, center hall
Georgian colonial. Completely updated eat in kitchen, main
level study, very large living room and separate dining
room, all baths updated. Close to Ft. Belvoir, Metro, shops.
Home warranty. From Springfield/Franconia Metro, South
on FFX County Pkwy to end, straight to Manchester Lakes
Blvd, R Hayfield, L Telegraph, R Helmsdale to 5704.

Jeannie Hicks  703-403-5446
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Alexandria $239,000

POTOWMACK CROSSING
Beautiful, sunny, one bedroom, one bathroom
condo, ready to move in. Totally remodeled,
new wood/ceramic floors, new carpet, new
stove, energy efficient washer/dryer, two walk-in
closets. One light to D.C.

Sonia Ruiz  703-408-2980
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News
Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-917-6431 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

By Steve Hibbard

The Gazette

B
ethany Munt, 23, of Alexandria
was crowned Miss Greater
Springfield 2009, the first step

in the Miss America Pageant, on Sat-
urday, Feb. 28 at Greenspring. She
won $1,000 and the chance to com-
pete in the Miss Virginia pageant in
June in Roanoke.

“I entered Miss
Springfield and
things just
clicked,” said
Munt. “I was very
surprised and
honored to have
won…. This is
the first time that
I’ve even placed;
I was absolutely
speechless.”

She competed against six other girls
in talent, swimsuit, evening gown,
onstage question and interview. Her
platform was Strong American
Schools, based in the District, which
promotes education.

“She seems to be a sponge, seems
to be absorbing everything,” said Jerry
Burks, executive director of the pag-
eant. “She seems to want to be out in
the community, talking about her plat-
form and she wants to meet the young
girls. It’s part of being out in the pub-
lic and being seen.” With an under-
graduate degree in child development
from Hobart and William Smith Col-
lege in Geneva, N.Y., Munt taught
school in New York and New Zealand,
where she said, “I was blown away by
their education system.” Now she’s
working on her master’s degree at
GMU’s School of Public Policy.

Munt calls her experience with the
Greater Springfield pageant “fantas-
tic,” pointing out that they gave roses
to contestants in the evening gown
portion. “My favorite part was they
had little historical parts to introduce
each section,” she said.

When she’s not competing, she
coaches gymnastics on the weekend
for JW Tumble in Arlington. She also
coaches at Barcroft Community Cen-
ter. In the future, she hopes to do
something with education policy,
whether it be working on the legisla-
tive side or working with interest
groups.

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Gazette

J
eff McKay is very familiar with
Groveton, his neighborhood off
Richmond Highway near Huntley
Meadows Park.

McKay’s grandparents moved into his
home when it was newly constructed in the
1940s and a member of the Lee District
supervisor’s extended family has always
lived in the house. McKay bought the prop-
erty himself 12 years ago after graduating
from college.

So it came as a surprise to McKay when
he looked up his real estate property assess-
ment online and found many of the home
sales used to determine his house’s prop-
erty value  this year were located on unfa-
miliar streets.

Typically, Fairfax County tries to use home
sales from a property’s immediate neighbor-
hood or subdivision to determine its value.
In the case of McKay’s home this year, they
were factoring in home sales from Burgundy
Village, a community several miles away in
a different zip code, he said.

“In the time I have lived in this house,
that has never happened before. … Some-
thing different was done this year than we
have done in the past,” said McKay, a Demo-
crat.

IN 2009, 30 percent of Fairfax County’s
real estate assessments were calculated us-
ing home sales from “sister neighborhoods”
as well as immediate communities, said
Janet Coldsmith, director of the real estate
division in Fairfax County’s Department of
Tax Administration.

County staff have always brought in home
sales from other comparable neighborhoods
to determine some
property values but
the practice was
much more wide-
spread this year, due
to the downturn in
the housing market,
she said.

“We looked at
similar neighbor-
hoods and have
looked at similar
neighborhoods throughout the years but it
has become more important this year. While
there are still enough sales to value prop-
erty, they are not as evenly distributed,” said
Coldsmith.

Fairfax County only incorporates “fair
market” home sales into real estate prop-
erty assessments.

Foreclosures and other distressed sales
are not supposed to factor into calculating

property value for tax purposes. As a re-
sult, it can be difficult to determine home
assessments in neighborhoods like McKay’s
that have been hit hard by the foreclosure
crisis and where few or no non-distressed
sales have taken place, she said.

“It is standard appraisal practice to choose
the best comparable properties that you
have. If you don’t have them in your imme-
diate neighborhood, then you widen your
search,” said Coldsmith.

STILL, McKay wonders whether determin-
ing home assessments through “sister neigh-
borhood” comparisons is the best approach.

“Normally, resi-
dents are used to
looking at sales
within their neigh-
borhoods and they
are comfortable
with that because
they know their
neighborhood well.
When you start in-
cluding other neigh-
borhoods that are

miles away in a different zip code, it be-
comes more difficult to try and figure out
whether the properties included were fair
or not,” he said.

According to Coldsmith, the county does
take geography into account when coming
up with “sister neighborhoods” for assess-
ment purposes. When looking for a com

Assessments in question as fewer home sales
offer fewer properties for comparison.

How Much Is It Worth?

See Comparing,  Page 26
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nesville District SupervisorDran John Foust (D)  
lost 18.11 percent of his home value 

the past year, according to county officials. over t
Foust’s house was valued at $3.55 million in 2008 s

d is now valued at $2.91 million in 2009.and

Hunter Mill Supervisor 
Cathy Hudgins (D) saw a 8.95 percennt droop 

in her home value this year, 
far less than the average household livingg in RReston. 

Hudgins house was valued at $599,0300 in 22008 
and is now valued at $545,440 in 2009.2009.

Springfield Supervisor Patrick Herriity (R)
saw a 9.59 percent property value decline 

in his Clifton area home. 
Herrity’s house was assessed at $596,4330 in 2008 

and is currently assessed at $539,420 in 2009.i 2009

Fairfax County Chairman 
Sharon Buloova (D)

lost 12.94 percent of her home value this year, home value this year, 
more than the average home in the Fairfax area. 

Her property went from being valued at  
$680,030 in 2008 to $592,040 in 2009. 

Providence SupervisorProvidence Supervisor Linda Smyth (D)Linda Smyth (D)

Smyth’s house was assessed at $541,030 in 2008 
and $492,310 in 2009.

Sully District Supervissor 
Michael Frey (R) saw his hoome value 

decline 25.36 percent thiss year, 
much more than other propertiies dropped 

on average in the Centreville area. l
His townhouse was assessed at $282,810 in 2008 

and is now assessed at $211,080 in 2009.2009.
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-20 ~ -25%
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$324,456
$227,514 

Single Family Detached  
Townhouse  

Condos  

2009 County Average

Lee SuLee Supervisor Jeff McKay (D)

McKay’ t s house was assessed at
2009.$490,430 in 2008 and $392,140 in 2

ervisor ount Vernon SupeM
land (D)land (D)ry Hylry HylGerrGerr saw 3.32 percent drop saw 3 32

value of his property this year, the vin 
han most other property owners ess thfar le

Hyland’s home was assessed at 
$448,860 in 2008 and 

is now assessed at $433,560 in 2009.

Bethany Munt of
Alexandria is
crowned Miss
Greater Springfield.

There
She Is ...

“It is standard appraisal
practice to choose the
best comparable
properties that you have.”

 — Janet Coldsmith,
Fairfax County real estate division

Bethany Munt
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For more information
www.RexReiley.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Wishing you the luck of the Irish
Happy St.Patrick’s Day!

Alex/Mt. Vernon $775,000
9301 Old Mansion

Stunning Southern Colonial on quiet
wooded cul-de-sac backing to histori-
cal Mt. Vernon Estate! Coveted
waterfront community, Riverwood is
bordered by Mt. Vernon Estate,
Potomac River & prestigious
Washington Woods. Meticulous, sin-

gle family home offers 4BRs, 2.5BAs, family rm w/FPL off lg eat-in
kitchen, spacious 2 car garage & lg  bsmt. You won’t find a better
lot & location.  Easy commutes to Ft. Belvoir, Reagan National
Airport, D.C. & the Pentagon.

Alex/Mt.Vernon $599,900
9326 Craig Avenue

Large brick 5BR, 3BA split w/2
car garage on a .4 acre in lovely
Mt. Vernon area w/lots of trees.
2 fireplaces, energy efficient
replacement windows, beautiful
refinished hdwd floors on main

level, new carpeting, landscaped fenced rear lot w/huge deck
off sunroom addition, freshly painted interior & exterior.
Superbly priced so renovate kitchen/baths to your desire.
Easy commute to Ft. Belvoir, Alex, Old Town, DC/Pentagon.

Alex/Riverside Ests.  $484,900
8426 Cherry Valley Lane

Large, lovely, 5BR, 3BA Split in
popular Riverside Estates.
Riverside’s largest split w/ 2 car
garage.  Spacious FR w/FPL &
beautiful sun rm addition.  Neutral
carpets over hdwd floors on main
lvl & upgraded berber on lower lvl.

Kit remodeled in late 90s. Professional landscaping. Great loca-
tion – walk to Ele & High schools. Commute in minutes –Ft.
Belvoir (5), Hunting Metro & Alex (12), National Airport (25)
Pentagon & D.C. (32).

Alex/ Pinewood Lake $275,000
 4332 Birchlake Court

Beautifully updated 3/4 bedroom town
house w/2.5 baths.  Located on a quiet
cul-de-sac w/wonderful views of the lake.
Shows like a model – fresh-paint-newer
carpeting & light fixtures.  Meticulously
maintained & great location by the lake.
Commuting minutes: Ft. Belvoir (5), Old
Town & Huntington Metro (12), Ntl
Airport (27) Pentagon & D.C. (32).

Alex/ Belle View $209,850
6603 East Wakefield Drive #A2

Sunny 1st floor unit w/washer/dryer
in the building.  Immaculate condi-
tion.  Great Price!  Only 2.5 blocks
to shopping center.  Also walk to
recreation center (indoor pool & ice

rink).  Superb community amenities including outdoor pool, ten-
nis, basketball, volleyball, tot lots & picnic areas.  GW Pkwy& bike
path down the street.  4 minutes to Old Town & 20 minutes to Ft.
Belvoir.  Perfect location & price!

Rex Reiley 
RE/MAX Allegiance

703-768-7730
Great Falls $875,000

12134 Holly Knoll Circle
Beautiful Waterfront Colonial in
Great Falls- 6BRs, 3.5BAs, for-
mal dining room w/fireplace,
lovely remodeled kitchen,
screened porch & deck overlook-
ing stunning backyard w/koi

pond/waterfall & 170’ of scenic waterfront on 4 acre pond.
Library, new hardwood floors, replacement windows, central
vac, alarm, underground sprinkler. Au-pair/in-law suite in fully
finished walk-out basement w/2nd kitchen & full bath.
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News

Photo by Louise Krafft/The Gazette

Heading north on four lanes to Buckman Road on Richmond Highway.

From Page 1

Stop-and-Go Future for Highway?

See Looking,  Page 25

Virginia Department of Trans-
portation, leaving many residents
to suspect the Richmond Highway
revitalization effort had been in-
definitely postponed.

“If you don’t clear up the traffic
problem, you’re never going to get
revitalization,” said Cohn, who
moved to the Mount Vernon Dis-
trict since 1974. “If people get frus-
trated because they’re stuck in traf-
fic, the revitalization effort is go-
ing to be a lost cause.”

OTHER SAY the revitalization
effort is in full swing, with nego-
tiations under way to put a new
Wal-Mart at the King’s Crossing
site. Officials with the Southeast
Fairfax Development Corporation are working with
the Mount Vernon planning commissioner to draft
comprehensive plan language encouraging redevel-
opment of a former church at the intersection of
Sherwood Hall Lane and Richmond Highway. Plans
have already been drafted for lighting improvements
to the Sacramento Center. Stores such as Bruegger’s
Bagels and Famous Dave’s barbecue restaurant are
being actively recruited.

“Things are happening,” said Anne Richardson,

interim director for the development corporation.
“We have four new hotels that are either have been
built or are being built.”

Plans have existed to widen Richmond Highway
for decades, and one section of the highway was
widened in 1988. But the project has languished since
then, with residents and government officials divided
over how mass transit options might be incorporated
into the widening project. Although state Sen. Toddy

Heading south on eight lanes at Belle Haven Road and
Richmond Highway.

See What's New?,  Page 25

The following is from a status report
from Southeast Fairfax Develop-
ment Corporation on area projects:

❖ Huntington Metro Project -
Stout and Teague’s approved project
contains 650 residential units (48
townhomes completed in 2007, 420
mid-rise apartments now under con-
struction for delivery in 2010, and 180
high-rise apartments for future develop-
ment). The project also includes
225,000 square feet of office and 20,000
square feet of retail for future develop-
ment and 12 acres of land to be
dedicated as public park.

❖ SpringHill Suites – On Friday,
Sept. 12, 2008, a three-alarm fire oc-
curred at the construction site burning
the building to the ground. The owners
are in the final stages of site redevelop

What’s New?
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Opinion

I
f you’ve driven on the Beltway lately be-
tween McLean and Springfield, you
might find some understatement in this
week’s announcement that VDOT wants “to

help mitigate concerns with the tree canopy loss.”
Along the 14-mile path of planned HOT-

lanes, Fairfax County communities appear to
have lost more than two square miles of tree
canopy and a million or more trees.

The approval of the construction of “high
occupancy toll” lanes along the Beltway via a
public private partnership came swiftly, and
with little fresh consideration of the impact on
local communities. Most local residents became
aware of the project as they watched the clear-
cutting of mature trees and stands of forests
that have sheltered birds and wildlife along
the Beltway for decades. Elected officials were
also caught by surprise at the extent of the tree
clearing and other work.

The project will add two lanes in each direc-
tion on 495 between Springfield and McLean,
available free for vehicles with three or more
occupants, and by a variable toll for the rest.

The contractor, Fluor-Transurban, will keep the
toll revenue for 50 years or more to pay for
the construction.

VDOT, we’re told, will hire a landscape ar-
chitect to develop landscaping plans in coor-
dination with adjacent communities, “to help
mitigate concerns with the tree canopy loss and
to take advantage of available green space as

the project develops.”
The work of the landscape architect and co-

ordinating with local communities should have
come before the project began. But better late
than never.

See VirginiaHOTLanes.com for more.
— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Landscape architect, sound walls
are small consolation for tree loss.A Million Trees?

T
his weekend, the Fairfax Symphony
will audition Gregory Vajda, 35, as its
fifth of six prospective music directors.

It’s an audition anyone can attend, and offer
feedback. The Fairfax Symphony is a local trea-
sure, remarkable in quality and well worth
seeing, hearing and supporting.

The Fairfax Symphony is in search of its first
new music director in 37 years, choosing six
finalists, selected from a pool of 249 appli-
cants.

Vajda will serve as guest conductor this Sat-
urday, March 14, and will speak at a free talk
at 7 p.m. before the 8 p.m. concert, with guest
soloist Andre Armstrong on piano. The con-
cert will include Liszt, Les Préludes; Bartok,
Piano Concerto No. 3; and Schumann, Sym-
phony No. 2 in C Major.

George Mason University’s Center for the
Arts, 4373 Mason Pond Drive in Fairfax. See
www.FairfaxSymphony.org. Tickets are avail-
able at the door, just come by.

Local Culture

100 in 100 by 100

Ms. Ford’s
goddaugh-
ter Matisha
Jordan
leads the
second
graders in
line danc-
ing at the
afternoon
celebration.

The second graders erupt into screams as a surprise
guest steps into the school cafeteria.

O
ne hundred books
were read in 100
days by nearly 100

second graders at the Hybla Val-
ley Elementary School. The sec-
ond graders were treated to a
“Sock Hop” in the school cafete-
ria last Friday afternoon.

The tables and chairs were
cleared, shoes were lined up
against the wall and Matisha
Jordan and John Ramos
brought the children together in
line dancing.

After dancing, cakes and juice
were served up before a sur-
prise special guest arrived.
Chuck E Cheese was escorted
into the room filled with
screaming fans as the teachers
and school administrators
smiled and gently tried their
crowd control techniques on the
children. Chuck E gave high
five’s and then posed for class
pictures before the party was
over and the 100th day of
school ended.

Letters to the Editor

Not Change
To Believe In
To the Editor:

With the federal spigot about to
begin flooding the states with
money, the nation’s governors are
bucket ready hoping to catch ev-
ery single stimulus dollar flowing
from Washington. Not since the
Bush Administration and congress
lavished $700 billion on Wall
Street has there been such giddy
excitement. The effort to spend
our way to prosperity is in full
stride as consumer confidence and
the stock market dip to alarming
lows.

When congressional Democrats
pieced together a stimulus plan,
we were led to believe that great
minds had cobbled together a
surefire strategy for fixing the
economy. Instead, our very own
governor, Tim Kaine, has launched
a Web site looking for ideas on
how to spend Virginia’s “share” of
the booty. With confidence in such
short supply, having our governor
troll for spending ideas sends the
wrong kind of message.

Confidence is down throughout
the country because Americans are
concerned about the future. We
are spending less and putting cash
away while Washington has em-
barked on a vast orgy of spend-
ing. The intent of the stimulus plan
may be noble, but the message
coming from Washington is
counterintuitive to what most
Americans are experiencing right
now.

Why the market crashed re-
See Letter,  Page 7

mains elusive to most Americans
but they intuitively know that
somehow the moral compact that
binds our nation was broken when
our retirement accounts disap-
peared seemingly overnight. The
politicos in Washington are des-
perately trying to shield us from
the consequences of the tumult
through profligate spending. But
the plan itself is quickly becoming
a scandal of its own particularly
as details emerge showing it to be
little more than a vast transfer of
wealth. Wall Street received a bail-
out and Americans watched in
wide-eyed amazement as the wiz-
ards of finance scrambled to award
themselves multi-million dollar
bonuses. Now Democrats in Wash-
ington have raided the treasury.
This is not change I can believe in.

Thomas M. Beattie
Mt. Vernon

Persecuted
For Faith
To the Editor:

The members of the Baha’i Faith
in Alexandria and Mount Vernon
are grateful for Chuck Hagee’s ar-
ticle relaying concern for the
Baha’i leaders imprisoned and
awaiting trial on false charges in
Iran (“Bahá’í Community Seeks
Spotlight on Iran,” Mount Vernon
Gazette, March 5, 2009). It is very
important that people become
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Enjoy a Cozy Candlelit Dinner
“The Finest Lebanese Cuisine”

407 Cameron St. Old Town Alexandria • 703-684-9194
www.thepitahouse.com • Open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner

Carryout, catering & delivering available
Family owned & operated

YOU WANT QUALITY SERVICE
FROM A LOCAL AGENT

Chris Umbel
State Farm Agent

703-751-4404
We are open on Saturdays!

Hablamos Español
Visit Us at www.novainsure.com

State Farm Home Office Bloomington, IL State Farm.com

Auto • Home • Business • Life • Health

Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

BUY ALEXANDRIA!
Alexandria’s own Isle Inn Tours is working with

Alexandria’s premiere travel agency, MacNair Travel.
Contact MacNair Travel today!

1110 Cameron Street, Alexandria VA • 703-836-1101
Open House March 17th — stop by on St. Patrick’s Day 3-5 p.m.

Experience the Magic of Ireland

Coast to Coast
From $435* per person
• 6 Nights 4-star hotel
• 6 Breakfasts/1 dinner
• 2 for 1 Ring of Kerry tour
• Car rental & more
• Over $150 per person

savings!

Southwest Golf
From $1655* per person
• 6 Nights 4-star hotel
• 6 Breakfasts/1 dinner
• 5 Rounds of golf
• Van rental & much more
• Over $400 per person

savings!

* See Terms for additional details. Must book by April 15th. Land only.

These value-added packages are like your
very own travel stimulus package!

aware of the human rights situ-
ation generally in Iran, and the
case of the Baha’is in particular, as
the Baha’is are the scapegoat of
choice in that country. Your work
is a significant help.

Since most people know little
about the Baha’i Faith, I would like
to expand on the article to explain
that the Baha’i Faith is an indepen-
dent world religion widespread
around the globe, with five million
members (about 100 each in Al-
exandria and Mount Vernon). The
Baha’i Faith began in Iran in 1844.
Baha’is are followers of Baha’u’llah
(“the Glory of God,” 1817-1892),
whom Baha’is regard as the most
recent in the succession of Mani-
festations or Messengers of God.
Among these Manifestations are
Abraham, Moses, Krishna, Bud-
dha, Jesus Christ, Muhammad,
and now Baha’u’llah. Baha’is be-
lieve that there is only one true
God, that all of the world religions
are progressively revealed chap-
ters of a single religion, and that
all humankind is one people. Per-
secution against the Baha’i Faith
has been a fact of life in the land
of its birth since the 1840s. It re

Letters

See Letter,  Page 8

From Page 6
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Community

From Page 7

Letters to the Editor

curs in more virulent form
from time to time and has been
particularly systematic during
the period of the Islamic Revo-
lution.

The Baha’is publicize this per-
secution to ensure that Iran rec-
ognizes the fundamental hu-
man rights of all its citizens,
including the Baha’is, and per-
mits the free exercise of reli-
gion. The continuity headlines
about “Local Activists Take on
the Iranian Government” and
“Taking on Iran” are inaccurate
and may play into the hands of
the authorities in Iran who
want to portray Baha’is as sedi-
tious. The Baha’is of Iran do not
seek to undermine the govern-
ment, but to demonstrate their
loyalty to their country and to
be permitted to practice their
religion freely and without con-
stant pressure to recant or emi-

grate.
The articles lacked an essential

context for the references to the
charges brought against the Baha’i
leaders in Iran. The fact that the
Baha’i World Center is in what is
now Israel is at the bottom of the
charge of “espionage for Israel.”
Baha’is do not engage in espionage
and are not agents of this or any
other government. But because
Baha’is in Iran and elsewhere re-
ceive communications from the
democratically-elected world gov-
erning council of the religion,
which meets in Haifa; and Baha’is
send funds for the upkeep of their
holy places in Haifa and Akko, the
Iranian government uses the
trumped up charge of espionage
to target Baha’is.

The Baha’i center is in Israel
because Iran itself and the Otto-
man Empire exiled Baha’u’llah to
the prison city of Akko, before
there was a state of Israel. The
place is sacred to Baha’is, no mat-

ter who rules the area. The charge
of “insulting religious sanctities”
arises from the Baha’i belief that a
Messenger of God — Baha’u’llah
— has appeared after Muhammad
and fulfills the promises of all re-
ligions. This is something that
Muslim do not believe, so the Ira-
nian authorities, influenced by
Shia clerics, anathematize Baha’is
as being offensive because of a dif-
ferent belief. This despite the fact
that Baha’is honor Islam,
Muhammad, and the Qur’an,
along with the Bible and Baha’i
scriptures. The final charge of
“propaganda against the Islamic
Republic” arises from the unwill-
ingness of Baha’is to acquiesce in
the persecution and injustice com-
mitted against them. Because
Baha’is courteously but firmly pro-
test their mistreatment in Iran, the
authorities call this anti-govern-
ment propaganda.

One of the individuals that
Chuck Hagee interviewed was

Shahram Samimi. He was a rising
soccer champion in Iran when he
was suddenly pulled from his team
in the middle of a game because it
had become known that he was a
Baha’i. He was offered a spot on
the national team, but only if he
would recant his faith and become
a Muslim. He refused and was
banned from playing with any of
the official teams. So he founded
his own team, composed mostly of
Baha’i believers. It won most of its
games and, after gaining a trophy,
was banned by the authorities
from playing in any tournaments.
Monika Ahmadpour, his wife, was
called up in front of her high
school class a number of times, so
that the administrators and teach-
ers could berate and revile her for
her membership in the Baha’i
Faith. She was called “unclean”
and the other children were
warned about associating with her.
This is treatment that has been re-
peated innumerable times and is

happening today with elemen-
tary school students. There are
almost no Baha’i cemeteries left
in Iran because all have been
bulldozed, all holy places have
been seized, personal busi-
nesses and assets taken, and
students prevented from ob-
taining higher education. All of
this is solely because of mem-
bership in the Baha’i Faith.

Thank you again for bringing
home to local readers the dev-
astating violations of the hu-
man rights of Baha’is and oth-
ers in Iran.

The Baha’is sincerely hope
that wisdom will one day pre-
vail among Iran’s leadership
and that the Islam’s injunction
“Let there be no compulsion in
religion” will become the norm.

William Collins,
Public Information

Baha’is of Mount Vernon

Kathy Furth stands in front of two
pieces that she entered in this
year’s show. Furth created a bridal
gown for her daughter-in-law, with
beaded shamrocks embroidered
into the bodice. Lace from the
bride’s mothers wedding dress was
added to the sleeves and a strand
of beads was embroidered into the
edges. The second piece, a vest-
ment, was an original design by
Kathy Furth for the priest, who is
also a family friend and was the
celebrant of the Nuptial Mass of
her son and daughter-in-law.

Maggie Bunch of the Smocking Arts
Guild of America demonstrates
smocking techniques during the
show on Sunday. For more infor-
mation visit www.maggiebsmocks
.typepad.com

A sampler by Patricia Lerch.

Needlework on Exhibit
W

oodlawn’s annual needle-
work exhibition opened
March 1 and runs through
March 31. The show fea-

tures over 600 works from around the coun-
try. The exhibit also includes work done by
Eleanor “Nelly” Parke Custis Lewis, the first
mistress of the mansion.

“Nelly” was the granddaughter of Martha
Washington. She grew up at Mt. Vernon
with her brother George Washington Parke
Custis as part of George and Martha
Washington’s family. She married a nephew
of George Washington’s, Major Lawrence
Lewis. Washington as a wedding gift gave
the land on what was known as Gray’s Hill
to the Lewis’s and arranged with the archi-
tect Dr. William Thornton to design the
mansion.

For more information on Woodlawn visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or call 703-780-
4000

Nancy K. O’Hara
created this piece for a
friend from grade
school, Ken M.
Howard. Howard wore
this badge as an Alex-
andria Police Officer
for 30 years. On
Howard’s 60th birth-
day, O’Hara gave him
this needlepoint.

The Lion from the
Wizard of Oz by
Glenda Rogers.

Anita Bloom cross
stitched a whimsical
Halloween pumpkin.

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette

Classes
Children’s needlework classes are spon-

sored by Nelly’s Needlers at Woodlawn. A
summer workshop, held Monday through
Friday, July 27-31, runs 9:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m.

Students ages 9 through 15 may choose
projects from four types of needlework:
hand-sewing and quilting, crewel embroi-
dery, counted thread or needlepoint.

For information call B. German at 703-
550-7572 or K. McQuie at 703-765-7104 or
email kaymcquie@aol.com
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

by Brad Hathaway

Gazette

T
he Little Theatre of Alexandria,
which has mounted quality pro-
ductions of the hit plays of lo-
cal playwright Ken Ludwig over

the years, adds to the list with the local com-
munity theater debut of his “Leading La-
dies,” a cross dressing farce that had its
world premiere just about ten miles north
of here at Ford’s Theatre in 2005.

This brings to four the number of the
works of this double Tony Award nominee,
which have found their way onto this stage.
“Lend Me A Tenor,” “Moon Over Buffalo”
and the musical using the songs of George
and Ira Gershwin, “Crazy for You,” has now
been joined by this fast paced collection of
funny situations and even funnier lines in a
production directed by C. Evans Kirk.

Ludwig knows just how to structure a
farce so that the audience understands the
convoluted situation that confounds the
characters, and he includes enough genu-
inely funny bits of dialogue to spruce up
any moments that might tend to drag a bit.

This is the story of two down-on-their-
luck, second-rate English actors touring
Moose lodges in small towns across
America. They learn that a wealthy woman

in the next town is on her death-bed and is
going to leave her millions to two relatives
no one has seen in years. The relatives hap-
pen to be English and are thought to be in-
volved in theater. Sounds like a perfect op-
portunity to become rich by impersonating
the relatives.

Their plans are
complicated, how-
ever, by the discov-
ery that the long
missing relatives
happen to be
women. In order
for their plan to
work, therefore,
they have to don women’s clothing and pass
in drag. Of course, farce being farce, that
means that either they will fall for women
in the town or that men will fall for them
… or both.

Kirk has been fortunate in obtaining a cast
capable of pulling off the light comedy ele-
ments of the piece with a sense of aplomb,
especially Charles Boyington and Brandon
DeGroat, who are the Brits in drag. They
each have a fine comic sense and Boyington
disports himself with increasing vigor as the
plot gets thicker and thicker.

Three comic actresses are impressive as
well, the two who become romantically in-

Where and When
 “Leading Ladies” plays Wednesday – Saturday

at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m. through March 14
at The Little Theatre of Alexandria, 600 Wolfe St.
Tickets are $15 - $18. Call 703-683-0496 or visit
www.thelittletheatre.com.

Little Theatre’s ‘Ladies’ Delight
Humor, confusion reign in cross dressing farce.

volved with the imposters, Rachael Hubbard
and Kat Sanchez, and Mary Blake Suib as
the wealthy woman whose failure to die on
cue complicates everyone’s life.

The cast has likewise been fortunate in
being directed by Kirk. He gets each one to
maintain an energy level that sells the per-

formance even
when there may
be momentary
lapses at the junc-
ture of scenes.

In fact, the only
member of the
cast that isn’t at
an impressive en-

ergy level throughout the entire show is
Roxy Mame Hubbard and that is just fine
since she’s a pooch: a King Charles Cava-
lier to be precise. She may well be making
her stage debut but she’s a very busy mem-
ber of Therapy Dogs International who vis-
its Walter Reed and the Goodwin House.
Her part here is no mere “walk on.” Its more
a “carry on” making her entrance in the
arms of Suib and taking up a scene stealing
pose on the divan.

Brad Hathaway reviews theater in the area
as well as Broadway, and edits Potomac
Stages, www.PotomacStages.com. He can be
reached at Brad@PotomacStages.com.

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette Packet

E
scaping a vicious Central European
crackdown in the mid-19th century,
Jews started migrating to the United

States in record numbers during the late
1840s. At first, they arrived at major port

cities, filling New
York and Phila-
delphia with
thriving Jewish
communities. But
over time they
started to seek
other opportuni-
ties. By the
1850s, many
Jews made their
way to Washing-
ton, D.C. and
nearby Alexan-
dria.

“It’s the same
thing that still
drives people
here, the federal
government and
business opportu-
nities,” said Laura
Applebaum, ex-
ecutive director

of the Jewish Historical Society of Greater
Washington. “A few decades later there was
another wave of Jewish intellectuals that
came to work in the New Deal.”

Alexandria is known for its colonial his-
tory and its ties to George Washington. But
the city also has proud history of welcom-
ing religious minorities, first Quakers then

Exhibit celebrates
Jewish history of
Alexandria.

Hidden
History
Revealed

See Exhibit  Page 11 See Calendar,  Page 12

Calendar

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is Thursday at
noon for the following week’s paper. Call Rebecca
Halik at 703-917-6407 with questions.

 ONGOING
On Sundays from noon-5 p.m., visit the

Waterfront and see history-inspired
performances near the Torpedo Factory; do a

“meet and greet” of early Alexandria residents
and travelers near the Waterfront and lower
King Street. Free. Visit
www.historicalexandria.org for more.

Fairfax County Department of Community and
Recreation Services present free dance
workshops at Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, from 3:30-5 p.m. on March
13,27, April 10,24 and May 8. To register, 703-
324-4386.

Beginning Feb. 25, the T.C. Williams High
School Planetarium will welcome the
Alexandria community one night each month
during the school year for a free hour-long
show. Doors will open at 7 p.m. for “A Night
With the Stars,” which will run from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. Advance registration, required, may
be completed online at http://

New Exhibit
“Jewish Washing-

ton: Scrapbook of an
American Commu-
nity,” will open at the
Lyceum on Sunday,
March 15. Opening
events will include a
reception and a one-
woman living history
performance about
immigrant life during
the 1930s called
“Anna Shulman:
Queen of H Street.”
The performance be-
gins at 2:30 p.m. Free,
but reservations are
required. 703-838-
4994.

Theater
From left, Mary Blake Suib
(Florence), Roxy Mame
Hubbard (as herself, the
dog) and Rachel Hubbard
(Meg).
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Dance

Jane Franklin Dance will be
premiering new work on Saturday,
March 21 at Athenaeum in Alexandria.

Dancing Is ‘In The Air’

Dancers rehearse for their
upcoming show on March
21 at The Athenaeum. Visit
www.janefranklin.com for
more on the performance.

Photos by Louise

Krafft/Connection
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Come and Try our
“New Dinner Entrees”

LUNCH
Corned Beef, Cabbage,
Carrots and Potatoes
$10.95 per person

Dinner
Corned Beef, Cabbage,

Carrots, Potatoes and Salad
$11.95 per person

R E S T A U R A N T
Elsie’s Magic SkilletElsie’s Magic SkilletElsie’s Magic Skillet

R E S T A U R A N T
8166 Richmond Hwy.

Alex., VA
703-360-0220

Elsie’s Magic Skillet

Join Us Tuesday
March 17

Lois M. Delaney, CRB, CRS
Montebello Marketing, Incorporated

www.montebellomarketing.com
703-548-5958 or 800-446-4187

Condo Living
Surrounded by

Your Own
Private Forest

The privacy of trees, lush vegeta-
tion, deer, fox and birds, and the
maintenance-free life of a condo
sans neighbors! The only sound
from above may be raindrops on
the nine-foot ceiling’s skylights. 2
BR 2 BA with parking spaces
nicely situated near hiking trails
and picnic areas of the 30+ acres,
gated compound – Montebello $415,000 $415,000

Far Away Places
is what you see
from this 16th

floor jewel
Three bedrooms, three baths
and over 2100 square feet of
space in wich to roam. One of
a kind, plus Montebello’s
amenities with indoor/outdoor
pools, tennis bowling, restau-
rant, shuttle to Metro and
more... $675,000.

Jews. By 1859, the city had
enough Jewish residents to
found Beth El Congregation,
which will be celebrating its
150th anniversary this year.
Three of the four Jewish mem-
bers in the Virginia General As-
sembly represent Alexandria,
with the fourth representing
Arlington.

“As the birthplace of religious
freedom, Virginia has a power-
ful heritage of respecting reli-
gious minorities,” said Del.
David Englin (D-45). “Even
Thomas Jefferson questioned
the religious establishment of
his time by rewriting the Bible.”

THE STORY OF Jewish life in
the Washington region is at the
center of a new exhibit that
opens this week at the Lyceum.
Originally conceived by the
Jewish Historical Society of
Greater Washington in 2004 to
celebrate the 350th anniversary
of Jewish life in North America, the exhibit origi-
nally opened at the National Building Museum be-
fore traveling to the White Flint Mall in Maryland
and the Russell Senate Office Building in the Dis-

trict. The Alexandria version of
the exhibition will feature ban-
ners that are specific to North-
ern Virginia as well as several
historic artifacts from Beth El.

“This is a different side of the
past that don’t get a lot of play
in local history” said Jim
Mackay, director of the Lyceum.
“We feel this is a good way to
do that.”

Mackay said the Beth El items
will include a 10-foot-by-17-foot
stained glass window, a register
of the Hebrew Benevolent Soci-
ety featuring a decorative shied
and a cast metal mezuzah used
during the 1959 dedication of
Beth El’s current facility on
Seminary Road. The March 15
opening reception will feature
a one-woman living history per-
formance about immigrant life
during the 1930s called “Anna
Shulman: Queen of H Street.”

“It’s really a huge bonus for
us to be able to offer a perfor-
mance for the opening celebra-

tion,” said Amy Bertsch, spokewoman for the Office
of Historic Alexandria. “You don’t typically see an
interpretation during an opening reception, so we’re
really excited about this.”

From Page 9

Art

New Exhibit Opens

This photo of the former
Temple Beth El site in the 200
block of N. Washington Street
was taken in the late 1950s,
after the property was sold.
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Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
gradua-
tions,
current
events
and more—
never
published,
but posted
on the
Web. Free
for evalua-
tion, avail-
able for
prints.

Connection
Newspapers.com

Click on
“Photo Gallery”

Photo
Galleries
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See Calendar,  Page 19

From Page 9

www.acps.k12.va.us/tcw/planetarium/
or by calling the planetarium at 703-
824-6805, extension 6300.

Woodlawn’s Needlework
exhibition is March 1-31 at 9000
Richmond Highway. There will be
demonstrations, lunch by Nelly’s
Needlers and more. See needleworks
from around the world. Visit
www.woodlawn1805.org or 703-780-
4000 for more.

Children enter a world of fantasy and
fables when costumed interpreters
weave three tales together during
Mount Vernon’s storytelling session,

“Once Upon a Time at Mount
Vernon,” held every Saturday
and Sunday at 2 p.m. in March at
the Hands-On History room in the
Donald W. Reynolds Education
Center. “Working Together” is the
theme for March’s storytelling
sessions. “Once Upon at Time at
Mount Vernon” is included in regular
Estate admission: adults, $15; youth
ages 6-11, $7; and children under 5
are admitted free.
Visit.MountVernon.org or 703-780-
2000.

Performance. 8 p.m. at the Lyceum,
201 S. Washington St. Zemfira Stage
presents “Oleanna.” $15/adult; $10/
student, senior, military. Visit
www.zemfirastage.org or 703-318-

0619.

Mount Vernon will bring back its
popular National Treasure Tour
through Oct. 31. Included in this
approximately hour-long walking
tour is the Mansion’s basement and
cornerstone, the setting for a pivotal
scene in the movie. This daily tour is
limited to 25 visitors per time slot,
takes place at 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.,
1 p.m., and 3 p.m., and costs $5 per
tour in addition to Estate admission:
$15 adults; $14 seniors; $7 children
(6-11); free for children 5 & under.
Advance tickets are available online
at MountVernon.org.

FRIDAY/MARCH 13
 Ballroom Dancing. 8:30-11:30 p.m.

at Mount Vernon Unitarian Church,
1909 Windmill Lane. Dance the
waltz, rumba, swing and more to live
music. $15/person. Reservations
required,
www.fridaynightersdancingclub.com.

Lunch Bunch. Noon at John Marshall
Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive.
Children up to age 5 can bring lunch
and enjoy stories. Free. Registration
required, 703-971-0010.

Performance. 8 p.m. at the Lyceum,
201 S. Washington St. Zemfira Stage
presents “Oleanna.” $15/adult; $10/
student, senior, military. Visit
www.zemfirastage.org or 703-318-

0619.

SATURDAY/MARCH 14
 Talk. 11 a.m. at Black History Museum,

902 Wythe St. Patricia Knock and
Nikki Henderson will lead a talk.
Free. Visit www.alexblackhistory.org
or 703-838-4356.

Workshop. 9:30 a.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Learn how to prune shrubs and small
trees and try it hands-on. $30/
person. To register 703-642-5173.

Family Fun. 2 p.m. at Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road.
Children ages 6 and up can learn

Calendar



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  March 12-18, 2009  ❖  13www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



14  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  March 12-18, 2009 Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  March 12-18, 2009  ❖  15www.ConnectionNewspapers.com www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



16  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  March 12-18, 2009 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  March 12-18, 2009  ❖  17www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



18  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  March 12-18, 2009 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  March 12-18, 2009  ❖  19www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 7)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Advertise Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.

Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm
730 North Saint Asaph Street

Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 548-1616

Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.

Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

From Page 12

Calendar

about wild animals and where to find
them in the backyard. $15/project
includes materials. To register, 703-
642-5173.

Book Sale. 10 a.m. at Kingstowne
Library, 6500 Landsdowne Centre.
Find books for all readers. Free. 703-
339-4610.

Music Performance. 8 p.m. at
Schlesinger Center, 3001 N.
Beauregard St. Hear the Virginia
Grand Military Band. $20/person;
$10/child. Visit www.vgmb.com or
703-281-3331.

Performance. 3 p.m. or 8 p.m. at the
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.
Zemfira Stage presents “Oleanna.”
$15/adult; $10/student, senior,
military. Visit www.zemfirastage.org
or 703-318-0619.

An Evening with the Chefs. The
Alexandria Olympic Boys & Girls
Club will host local chefs at Belle
Haven Country Club. Enjoy a multi-
course meal. For information on
reserving seats or a table, and for
sponsorship information, contact
Dave Woodbury at 703-867-5570 or
e-mail chefsdinner@cox.net.

James Madison Inaugural
Banquet. 8 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal St. Enjoy a
four-course meal, dancing and more.
$100/person. Reservations required,
www.gadsbystavern.org or 703-838-
4242.

Musical Extravaganza. 5 p.m. at
Alfred Street Baptist Church, 301 S.
Alfred St. Free will offering will
benefit Bennett College.

Performance. 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. at
Thomas Jefferson High School.
Elementary and middle school
students can enjoy Shakespeare
related games, tours and more.
Students can register at

arts.tjhsst.edu/troupe.
Music Performance. 4:30 p.m. at

Carl Sandburg Middle School, 8428
Fort Hunt Road. George Washington
Middle School Symphonic Band is
performing at District 10 Band
Festival. Free. 703-706-4500.

Women’s Day. Enjoy scripture, music
and more at 3 p.m. at First A.M.E.
Church of Alexandria, 8653
Richmond Highway. Free, donations
accepted. Visit
www.famealexandria.org or 703-780-
0653.

SUNDAY/MARCH 15
 Performance. 2 p.m. at Schlesinger

Concert Hall, 3001 N. Beauregard St.
Hear music by the Vienna Romantics.
Visit www.schlesingercenter.com or
703-845-6156.

Opening Reception. 3-5 p.m. “Genus
Loci” is at Convergence, 1801 N.
Quaker Lane, from March 1 through
March 31. See art by Cecily
Corcoran. Free. Visit
www.convergenceccf.net or 703-998-
6260.

Green Roofs. 1:30 p.m. at Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road. Learn about green roof
gardening from author Ed Snodgrass.
$10/person. To register, 703-642-
5173.

Bridge Club. 4 p.m. at Sherwood
Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane.
Adults and teens of all levels can
play. Free. 703-765-3645.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church, 8009 Fort
Hunt Road. Hear The Genevans, a
cappella choral music. $15/adult;
$10/senior, student. 703-765-4342.

Bach Vespers. 6 p.m. at Westminster
Presbyterian Alexandria. Features
music of Bach, hymns and more. Visit
www.wpc-alex.org for more. Free.

MONDAY/MARCH 16
 Tavern Toddlers. 10:30 a.m.-noon at

Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 N. Royal St.
Toddlers up to 36 months can enjoy
games and more. $7/group of three,
one adult and 2 children; $3/
additional person. Visit
www.gadsbystavern.org or 703-838-
4242.

Yoga for Gardeners. 9:30 a.m. at
Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road. Features the Vinyasa
method. $66/six-class session. To
register, 703-642-5173.

TUESDAY/MARCH 17
 Dogs Say Woof. 10:30 a.m. at

Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Center. Children ages 1-
2 enjoy stories and activities. Free.
Registration required, 703-339-4610.

Mother-Daughter Book Club. 7 p.m.
at John Marshall Library, 6209 Rose
Hill Drive. Ages 9-11 with adult. Call
for title. Free. Registration required,
703-971-0010.

Evening Book Discussion. 7:30 p.m.
at Kingstowne Library, 6500
Landsdowne Centre. Discuss
“Persuasion” by Jane Austen. Free.
703-339-4610.

Spa Day. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at T.C. Williams
High School. Support the
cosmetology students and enjoy
massages, eyebrow waxing,
manicures, pedicures and more.
Proceeds benefit the students. 703-
824-6884 for appointment.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 18
 Small Wonders. 10:30 a.m. at John

Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Children ages 13-23 months
can enjoy stories and more. Free.

Registration required, 703-971-0010.
Book Discussion. 7:15 p.m. at John

Marshall Library, 6209 Rose Hill
Drive. Call for title. Free. 703-971-
0010.

THURSDAY/MARCH 19
 Kites. 4 p.m. at John Marshal Library,

6209 Rose Hill Drive. Children ages
6-12 can make a kite. Registration
required, 703-971-0010. Free.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at the
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Hear Railroad Earth. $25/person.
Visit www.birchmere.com or 703-
549-7500.

FRIDAY/MARCH 20
 Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at

Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Hear Railroad Earth. $25/person.
Visit www.birchmere.com or 703-
549-7500.

Starting a Vegetable Garden. 1:30
p.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Learn about tips
to help a vegetable garden. $12/
person. To register, 703-642-5173.

Lunch Bunch. Noon at John Marshall
Library, 6209 Rose Hill Drive.
Children up to age 5 can bring lunch
and enjoy stories. Free. Registration
required, 703-971-0010.

Music Performance. 8 p.m. at St.
Elmos Coffee Pub, 2300 Mount
Vernon Ave. Hear Jim and Ashley
Cash perform with their band Woven
Green. Free. Visit
www.stelmoscoffeepub.com or 703-
739-9268.

Event. Enjoy scripture, music and more
at 7:30 p.m. at First A.M.E. Church of
Alexandria, 8653 Richmond
Highway. Free, donations accepted.
Visit www.famealexandria.org or
703-780-0653.

SATURDAY/MARCH 21
 Dance Performance. 7:30 p.m. at

The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. $14-
$28/person. See performances by
Jane Franklin Dance, music by the
Washington Saxophone Quartet. Visit
www.janefranklin.com or 703-933-
1111.

Swordsmen’s Rendezvous. 11 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 N.
Royal St. Learn how to wield a
sword, tour the museum and more.
$5/person. Reservations required,
www.gadsbystevern.org or 703-838-
4242.

Performance. 7:30 p.m. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. See Jane
Franklin Dance perform. $28/adult;
$25/senior, student. Visit
www.janefranklin.com or 703-933-
1111 for discounted tickets.

Floral Design in French Style. 9:30
a.m. at Green Spring Gardens, 4603
Green Spring Road. Laura Dowling
will share floral designs from French
masters. $18/person. To register,
703-642-5173.

Harambee Readers. 10:30 a.m. at
Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood
Hall Lane. Discuss “A Mercy” by Toni
Morrison. Free. Registration
required, 703-765-3645.

Gentle Yoga. 2 p.m. at Sherwood
Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall Lane.
Adults can experience the benefits.
Free. Registration required, 703-765-
3645.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at the
Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
Hear Richie Havens. $25/person.
Visit www.birchmere.com or 703-
549-7500.

Kite Festival. Noon-5 p.m. at Gunston
Hall, 10709 Gunston Road. Fly a kite,
enjoy a puppet show, hearth cooking
and more. $10/adult; $6/child. Bring
own kite or purchase one.
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Sports

Boys’ Player of the Year
Edward Jenkins

T.C. Williams

Girls’ Player of the Year
Tierra Ruffin-Pratt

T.C. Williams

Boys’ Coach of the Year
Julian King

T.C. Williams

Honorable Mention
Warren Denny (Centreville)
Simon Kilday (Yorktown)
Derek Baker (Langley)

Will Clarkson (Madison)
Isaac Johnson (Herndon)

Erick Green (Paul VI)
Justin May (Chantilly)

Travis Williams (South Lakes)

Girls’ Coach of the Year
Fred Priester

Oakton

Honorable Mention
Melissa Gallo (W.T. Woodson)

LaNia Charity (Yorktown)
Danielle Williams (St. Stephen’s/St. Agnes)

Khalia Boston (T.C. Williams)
Audrey Dotson (Langley)
Sam Partonen (Robinson)

Danielle Landry (Madison)
Kelcyn Manurs (South Lakes)
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Welcome to the 2008-09 All-Connection basketball issue. In this special section, the Connection’s sports department honors the best and brightest
on this year’s Northern Virginia hoops scene. For a complete look at this year’s basketball landscape, check out www.connectionnewspapers.com.

Special thanks to Lawrence Foong, Robbie Hammer, Louise Krafft and Craig Sterbutzel.

TEAM

All-Connection
Basketball Teams

First-team All-Connection boys’ selections include: (from left to right)
Skylar Jones (Mount Vernon), Edward Jenkins (T.C. Williams), John
Manning (Chantilly), Dominic Morra (Lake Braddock) and Kendall
Marshall (O’Connell).

First-team All-Connection girls’ selections include: (from left to right)
Shelby Romine (Westfield), Myisha Goodwin (Edison), Tracy King
(Mount Vernon), Tierra Ruffin-Pratt (T.C. Williams) and Erin
McGartland (Oakton).
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Second Team
Simone Antwi — South County

Sam Landers — West Springfield

Jalinda Venable — Mount Vernon

Priscilla Moseh — Lee

Lauren Burford — Fairfax

Second Team
T.J. Wilson — Hayfield

Given Kalipinde — Episcopal

Frank Holloway Jr. — Lee

Stephen Stepka — W.T. Woodson

Chris Kearney — Westfield

Boys’ First Team
Skylar Jones — Mount Vernon 19 ppg 9 rpg 1 bpg

Kendall Marshall — O’Connell 16 ppg 8 apg 7 rpg

Dominic Morra — Lake Braddock 30 ppg 7 rpg 3 spg

Edward Jenkins — T.C. Williams 21 ppg 5 apg 3 rpg

John Manning — Chantilly 13 ppg 10 rpg 3.5 bpg

Girls’ First Team
Tierra-Ruffin Pratt — T.C. Williams 18.5 ppg 14.5 rpg 4.5 apg

Shelby Romine — Westfield 16.5 ppg 4.5 rpg 4 apg

Tracy King — Mount Vernon 19.1 apg 8.3 rpg 3.4 spg

Myisha Goodwin — Edison 25 ppg 5 apg 7 spg

Erin McGartland — Oakton 11.7 ppg 8.2 rpg 2 apg
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Climbers Impress
Nine local youths from the Sport Rock teams

in Alexandria and Sterling recently competed
at the American Bouldering Series (ABS) Na-
tional Championships held in Boulder, Colo.
the weekend of Feb. 13-15. The event hosted
85 climbing teams from across the United
States with a total of 332 competitors. For this
invitation-only competition, each climber had
to place at least in the top four or five finish-
ers at their respective regional competitions
held in January 2009. The competition in-
volved indoor rock climbing up to heights as
tall as 16 feet.

Sasha Diguilian of Alexandria placed first in
her age category at the National event. At 16,
Sasha already has won three Continental
Championships up against the best from the
United States, Canada, and Mexico in sport
climbing, This is her first win at the National
Bouldering competition. Sasha, already a
member of the National Climbing Team, is
currently sponsored by Mad Rock, Verve and

Brunton.
Tegan Wilson, 12, of Alexandria also,

placed fourth in her age group, which el-
evated her to the National Team for
bouldering this year. Tegan has been climb-
ing competitively since she was 10 and quali-
fied for the National Team in 2008 for sport
and speed climbing. At the Boulder event,
Tegan was the only one of two girls in her
age group out of 15 advancing to finals of
36 to master the third challenging finals
problem

The top four finishers at this most recent
competition in Boulder automatically be-
come members of the ABS National Team,
which further increases their opportunities
to climb at national and international events.

Other local youth participants included:
Ada Saker, Kacey Loughrie, Leanna Lockhart,
Juliet Hammer, Claire Chrissey, Peter Grill
and Alex Brown, all members of the Sport
Rock gyms located in Alexandria and Ster-
ling, Virginia.

By Mark Giannotto

The Gazette

M
eeting him, Mount Vernon
junior Skylar Jones appears
to be just another area teen
ager, boisterous amongst

friends, shy when put in adult situations.
On Monday night when Jones came to the
Mount Vernon Gazette’s office for a photo
shoot as a member of this year’s all-Con-
nection first team he was no different.

One of the best boy’s basketball players
in the Northern Region, Jones arrived with
his parents but quickly threw his head-
phones on, quietly bobbing his head to the
music while texting friends.

Little did anyone know, a lot more goes
on between the ears of Skylar Jones, a bud-
ding superstar on
the hardwood, but
also an aspiring
poet, writer, singer,
rapper, and artist off
it, according to
those who know
him.

“He’s someone
that dips and
dabbles in a lot of
different things,” Mount Vernon coach
Alfonso Smith said of his dreadlocked lead-
ing scorer who also happens to follow poli-
tics. “Even with his style of dress, it’s not
the status quo. I wouldn’t call him the typi-
cal teen, I would describe him as eclectic.”

“I play instruments, I write, sing, rap, I
do everything I can,” Jones said after aver-
aging 19 points and nine rebounds as the
Majors went all the way to the Northern
Region semifinals this season.

It’s an apt description of Jones’ play this
season, as the versatile, do-anything for-
ward helped propel Mount Vernon to a 19-
game winning streak that came to an end
after a last-second Hayfield 3-pointer in the
regional semifinals.

And whether it was a key rebound, deci-
sive steal, momentum-swinging block, or
some crunch-time scoring, Jones always
seemed to be in the middle of things when
it came to a Major victory.

Perhaps his most notable performance of
the year came in the championship game
of Mount Vernon’s Holiday Tournament,
when Jones hit several fourth-quarter 3-
pointers to give the Majors a come-from-
behind victory over Wise. It was one of 10
games this season when he registered 20
or more points

But it wasn’t al-
ways like this for the
lanky, 6-foot-3
Jones. He had to un-
dergo major knee
surgery after liga-
ment and kneecap
damage during his
freshman year and
wasn’t cleared to
play basketball

again until a week before tryouts sopho-
more year. As a result, his weight ballooned
to over 200 pounds.

Smith was recently looking at film from
last season and his first reaction was, “Look
how fat Skylar looks on the court.” Want to
know just how talented Jones is? Even with
the extra weight, Jones still garnered sec-
ond team all-National District honors dur-
ing his sophomore year — the first time he
had faced varsity competition.

This past offseason, Jones made the com-
mitment to come into the season in shape.
He said he ran the Mount Vernon track and
lifted weights every morning in preparation.
After a season’s worth of dominating play,
it’s clear Jones has that determination ev-
ery coach wants in his star player — even if
the artist inside wants to get creative with
it.

“I’m more on cruise control, I just let ev-
erything ride and don’t let anything get too
serious,” quipped Jones. “But when it does,
I just get focused.”

FOR JUNIOR TRACY KING, there was
nothing artistic about the way her season
ended. After surprising much of the North-
ern Region with a 20-2 regular-season
record, the Mount Vernon girl’s basketball
team led Oakton by single digits in the
fourth quarter of the regional finals when
King wanted to take control of the game.

As she did countless times this season,

King took the ball hard to the basket. Only
this time she ran into Oakton’s Erin
McGartland, tearing her ACL in the process.

It prematurely ended one of the best sea-
sons in Mount Vernon girl’s basketball his-
tory, a campaign that saw King average
more than 19 points, eight rebounds, and
three steals and eclipse the 1,000-point pla-
teau for her career. It all adds up to a spot
on the 2008-09 All-Connection girls’ first
team.

King has yet to go under the knife, as
doctors are waiting for the swelling to sub-
side in her two-week-old injury. The star for-
ward admits to being a bit nervous about
the procedure, but has overcome any fear
by thinking about the road back to the court.

“At first I was really depressed, but now I
just focus on rehabbing hard so I can get
ready for next season,” said King. “My atti-
tude changed this season. I didn’t let little
things get to me and that helped my game
a lot.”

“I don’t think they’ll be any hurdles in her
way,” said Mount Vernon coach Terry
Henderson. “She’s a very determined young
lady.”

Mount Vernon junior Tracy King
led the Majors to a 24-3 record this
season.Mount Vernon junior Skylar Jones

averaged 19 points and nine re-
bounds per game as the Majors
went all the way to the regional
semifinals this season.

Mount Vernon’s Skylar Jones and Tracy King
highlight All-Connection first team.

The Talented Mr. Jones
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“I wouldn’t call him the
typical teen, I would
describe him as eclectic.”

 — Mount Vernon coach
Alfonso Smith on Skylar Jones

Sports Briefs

Alexandria resident and rock climber Sasha Diguilian took first place
for her age group at the American Bouldering Series National Champi-
onships on Feb. 13-15.

C
o

u
r
t
e
s
y
 
o

f
 
L
a
u
r
e
l
 
G

l
e
n
n

Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Mark Giannotto

703-917-6409 or  mgiannotto@connectionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

FT / PT positions
$400 to $750 wk.

Please contact

301-469-0101

GOLFERS WANTED!
Caddiemaster is looking for serv-
ice oriented caddies to work at
TPC Potomac at Avenel Farm.

Golf knowledge and
service skills required.

CCHHEEMMIISSTTRRYY  TTUUTTOORR
Alex family near Del Ray seeks high 

school chemistry tutor to teach in home. 
Hourly rate. Experience in tutoring and 

teaching at high school level desired. 

Call 202-639-6537

CHILDCARE /LT. HOUSEKEEPING
Landmark area. P/T, approx 25 hrs/wk, 
4-8pm. Help with homework and pick up 
from school.  Must drive and have own 
transportation.  Call: 703-212-0716.

CUSTOMER SERVICE/

BUSINESS ANALYST

Global Dimension Solutions has imme-
diate need for a Customer Service/Busi-
ness Analyst.  Perfect position for an in-
dividual seeking growth potential. We 
offer a  close knit office environment 
and seek   a reliable, customer service 
oriented individual.  Apply for position 
at:  www.equationsmarketsolutions.com 
or send resume to resumes@adexec.com

DEMOCRATIC CANVASERS
Get Democrats on the Ballot!  Petition 
signature gatherers needed across Vir-
ginia.  No experience necessary.  Short-
term, part-time or full-time.  Paid  daily!  

Call Carl: 571-337-4263.

Experienced & Dynamic RN
If You Want to Become a Partner in the 

Business Expansion of a Home 
Health Care Agency in Fx Co

Call: 703-340-8570

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

�KENNEL ATTENDANT�
Compassionate, PT kennel attendant needed 
for  busy, 4 doctor AAHA cert. animal hosp. 

Comp. pay, flex hrs, pd trng and friendly staff. 
Please call 703-451-1995 or send resume to 

Springfieldah@aol.com

Lifeguards/Pool Operators 
Now hiring for summer season 

Training provided 
Call: 703-321-7040

www.continentalpools.com

MEDICAL OFFICE 
BOOKKEEPER

Burke.  P/T, flex hrs.  Exp. req’d.  Imme-
diate availability.  Email resume to:

fgarner@verizon.net.  

MYSTERY SHOPPERS
Mystery Shoppers earn up to $150 a day.  

Under cover shoppers needed to judge retail 
and dining establishments.  Exp. not req’d.  

Some Fees may apply.   877-699-9790

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

Immediate Openings. Ideal for
students/others. Customer

Sales/Svc. Flex Schedules.  All
ages 18+. Conditions apply.

Call 703-359-7600

PART-TIME OPENINGS
GREAT PAY!

SALES EXECUTIVE
110K-225K First Year

Potential Income.  No travel

888-454-2057

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

CARRER TRAINING          CARRER TRAINING

CAD
Train for a career in computer-aided 
design at Westwood College. Call 

800-342-2249 today to receive your free 
Career Success Kit!

www.westwood.edu/locations

CARRER TRAINING 

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to learn
many aspects of the newspa-
per business. Internships
available in reporting, pho-
tography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid. Call
John Lovaas, 703-917-6405 or
email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

The reward 
of a thing 

well done, is 
to have done it.

- Ralph Waldo
Emerson

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

ACCUPOISE RENOVATIONS

www.accupoise.com
703-966-4201

requestabid@accupoise.com

•Kitchens
•Bathrooms

•Basements
•Home office

•Restaurants

A&S Construction

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

SPRING SPECIAL
10% to 20% OFF All Services

Nuance Painting Inc.
Family Owned and Operated

Serving Northern Virginia for Over a Decade
Winner of American Painting Contractors

Residential Top Job Award
Residential and Commercial Services

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Faux Finishing

• Drywall Hanging, Finishing and Repairs
• Interior Moldings Crown-Chair Rail-Shadow Boxing

• Exterior Trim Repair/Replacement
• Decks cleaned and Sealed

• General Contractor Services
• For Evaluation and Consultation Call

703-437-3037
Licensed        Insured

On the web at www.nuancepainting.com
We Accept

PAINTING PAINTING

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

CLEANING

A CLEANING 
SERVICE

Since 1985/Ins & Bonded
Quality Service 
at a Fair Price

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC
acleaningserviceinc.com

703-892-8648

LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

ELECTRICAL

DISCOUNT ELECTRIC
Mar/Apr Discount

$48/HR.
✓Free Estimates ✓Licensed
✓Bonded ✓Insured

703-978-2813
Cell 703-851-8091

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish
Concrete, furn.,office,

yard, construction debris
Low Rates    NOVA

703-360-4364

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

SPRING
CLEAN-UP

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

MASONRY

JDF Masonry CO, LLC
703-283-9479
703-455-0319

◆Bricks    ◆Blocks, 
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Retaining Walls
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Leaf Removal

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY
Nancy Lynne Farmer-Hoisington

Nancy “Lynne” age 58 died on March 7, 2009 after a year long 
struggle with cancer. Lynne was born and lived her early adult 
years in New Jersey and Massachusetts. Since 1990 she has 
lived in Alexandria at the Episcopal High School. Lynne earned 
a B.A. from Wellesley College and her Masters from VCU 
School of Social Work. Lynne was the Director of the Burgundy 
Farm Summer Day Camp from 1992-1998. She also worked at 
the Episcopal High School for a number of years. Most recently 
she was employed by Bell Nurseries of Burtonsville, MD. 
Lynne is survived by her husband Jeff and children Christy, 
Tim, and Zack. A service will be held at the Episcopal High 
School on 3/11/09 at 10:00AM. Donations can be made in lieu 
of flowers to Burgundy Farm Country Day School Alexandria, 
VA 22303.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

29 Misc. for Sale

Antique Mahogany Buffet 
completely refinished, perfect 
condition $600, Antique Wal-
nut Ladies Rocker with inlay 
detail and cane seat & back 
completely refinished $125, 
Antique Wicker Baby Buggy 
late 1800's perfect condition, 
completely refinished, has new 
lining excellent shape $250, 
Antique Maple Child's Bed 
English late 1800's, all legs 
and guard rails are turned, 
very unique piece, completely 
refinished and perfect condi-
tion $1500. Please call or 
email me for photos & info 
703-868-1461 or 
tamralea@gmail.com

30 Misc. Wanted

Buying Vintage Sportcards
Call Ken @ 703-919-6826

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

102 Instruction

Tutoring by experienced 
tutor

available weekdays/
weekends, Math, 

Geometry, Algebra, and 
Reading for Elementary, Jr.
and Sr. High, in my home in 

the Mt. Vernon area.
References available.

Homeschoolers welcome.
$35/hour. Call Ann

703-360-3363.

116 Childcare Avail.

Judy’s 
Family Childcare

Childcare with price rate 
fixed. Special needs 
welcome 30 yrs exp. 

State lic. 16 yrs. 
Curriculum based, 

Low turnover/low ratio 
2 teachers w/degrees

Age appr activties
ages 1-4

703-802-1632

Great Papers • Great Readers

Great Results!

 Employers:

Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
Fax 703-917-0992

E-mail: classified
@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

The future
comes one day

at a time.
-Dean Acheson



24  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  March 12-18, 2009 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

From Page 1

Anne Andrews Honored as Person of the Year
Awards Banquet

Fairfax Person of the Year 59th Annual
Awards Banquet

Sunday, March 15, 6:30 p.m.
Fairview Park Marriott Hotel
3111 Fairview Park Drive, Falls Church
Keynote Speaker: Sharon Bulova, Chair-

man, Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
Tickets and Information: $65. Contact

John Jennison at 703-591-5586.

Making a Difference
Anne Andrews has been and continues to be a

leader on many projects that enhance the quality
of the community. Among her numerous leader-
ship positions are:

❖ Southeast Health Planning Task Force, Chair-
man (2003-2008) Member (2008-present)

❖ Route One Task Force for Human Service,
Convener (1975-present)

❖ Citizen Advisory Board, Mount Vernon Cen-
ter for Community Mental Health, Founding
Member of “Revived” Board (2000-present)

❖ Community Advisory Committee, Founding
Member (1989–present)

❖ Health Care Advisory Board, Mt. Vernon Dis-
trict Representative (1988-1991)

❖ Community Involvement Committee for the
PACT (Program of Assertive Community Treat-
ment) Program, Founding Member (1999- 2005)

“… she is one of the strongest
advocates for providing healthcare
to low income uninsured people
who live in Fairfax County.”

— Chris Stevens, program director, Community
Healthcare Network of Fairfax County

munities.
Andrews describes her life’s work

as “advocating for adequate and im-
proved human services in the Route
One corridor. I definitely had an im-
pact on housing and affordable
healthcare.” She claims persistence
and assertiveness combined with her
knowledge of how the government
works enabled her to push through
many initiatives.

Andrews was born in New York,
attended high school in New Jersey,
then Bryn Mawr college in Pennsyl-
vania. She moved to D.C. after gradu-
ating to take a government job with
the Civil Service Commission where
she met her future husband Richard
Andrews. The two were married in
1955 and had three children, Walter,
Bronwin, and Peter. In 1960 they
moved to Mt. Vernon, where Andrews
has lived ever since. “There were

100,000 people in Fairfax County and
no beltway when we moved here,”
she said. When her first child was
born in 1957 she became a stay-at-
home mom, and joined the League of
Women Voters, which was her first
foray into public service.

While working for the federal gov-
ernment, Andrews said she did not
feel she was accomplishing much for
the betterment of the world. Through
the League of Women Voters, and in
an early organization for senior citi-
zens in Mt. Vernon, she found her

calling in public service.

IN 1975 Andrews convened the Route One
Task Force for Human Services with the goal
of enhancing services in the Route One cor-
ridor. “This used to be a major center of
poverty,” said Andrews on why she chose

to focus her efforts there.
“We’re there to help people
who can’t help themselves.”
She explains that there is
good coordination in Fairfax
County between the citi-
zens, the government, and
the non-profits to assure
that services are provided
and that resources are allo-
cated efficiently. “We have
effective cooperation here
that doesn’t exist in other

parts of the community,” said Andrews of
the reasons for their success.

“The first thing we tackled was housing.
There was a mobile home community that
we redeveloped. We’ve gotten into many
things through the years, sometimes schools
and sometimes recreation.” Andrews always
is paying attention to what the community
needs.

“The three health clinics make me very
proud to be in Fairfax,” said Andrews of the
Community Healthcare Network of Fairfax
County, which provides primary care ser-
vices to low-income residents of Fairfax

County. The clinics provide a full range of
services including preventative care, refer-
rals to specialists, and low cost medications.
Andrews was a founding member and was
instrumental securing funding for the clin-
ics. “It’s a wonderful program and it allows
people to go to work,” she said, explaining
the importance of keeping the workforce
healthy, and not overburdening the county’s
emergency rooms. These were projects she
pushed hard for. “People who have no other
place to go, who are outside the system can
go here.” The clinics are funded by Fairfax
County. Andrews was also instrumental in
saving the Mt. Vernon hospital, whose cor-
porate sponsors had proposed moving it.

Chris Stevens, program director for the
Community Healthcare Network of Fairfax
County, the clinics that Andrews champi-
oned, was instrumental in nominating
Andrews for this award: “I have known
Anne for 11 years and she is one of the
strongest advocates for providing
healthcare to low income uninsured people
who live in Fairfax County.”

Marlene Blum, the chair of the healthcare
advisory board and former recipient, had
suggested that Andrews would be an ex-
cellent candidate for this award. Stevens
couldn’t agree more. “Anne is an unsung
hero, she is always on the lookout. With
every fiber of her being she is always think-
ing about how something in the commu-
nity can be improved. She never waits and
is never satisfied with the status quo.” To
this day Andrews will volunteer to help in-
dividuals who need rides to their doctor’s
appointments.

“We’ve always had a lot of support from
the elected supervisors,” said Andrews. “I’m
very proud of the county, they had wonder-
ful goals for housing and health services.”
The problems facing some of the human
services she is involved with are caused by
the budget crisis that is affecting the county.
“It’s so sad to see programs that you’ve
worked so hard for years to get them to
spend more money, and to see it wiped out,”
adding that especially in these tough eco-
nomic times there are more people who
need these services. “Our county leaders

have wonderful ideals and ideas, but they
are faced with a huge budget problem this
year,” said Andrews, citing the uncertain
future of some programs she has worked
for. Andrews says that in the future she will
work to reinstate any programs that are cut.

BOTH OF HER SONS will be attending
the awards ceremony with their families.
Her daughter lives in Colorado with her
husband and two children. Her oldest son
Walter was a senior in high school in 1975
and attended the first meeting Andrews
held of the Route One Task force. Walter’s
son Richard, a sophomore in college, is
named after Andrews’ late husband who
died in 2003. “I’m glad there will be at least
one Richard Andrews present,” added
Andrews of her grandson. She has five
grandchildren.

“My husband was always very proud of
me, and very supportive. He would drive
me to meetings, and volunteered himself
as well, often driving cancer patients to
treatments,” said Andrews.

The Fairfax County Federation of Citizens
Associations and The Washington Post co-
sponsor the annual awards program to rec-
ognize outstanding volunteers in Fairfax
County. The Citizen of the Year receives an
engraved silver cup that passes to each
year’s recipient.

Andrews continues to serve on the South-
east Health Planning Task Force, Citizen
Advisory Board of Mt. Vernon, and the Cen-
ter for Community Mental Health Commit-
tee. The programs are known for health care
service to the homeless, underinsured and
mentally ill.

Bulova, Hudgins Reaffirm Social Programs
From Page 1

from Sharon Bulova, chairman of the
Board of Supervisors, and Hunter Mill
District Supervisor Catherine Hudgins to
find $50,000 in the county budget to
fund a full-time dentist at the Northern
Virginia Dental Clinic as well as to con-
tinue the Penny for Affordable Housing
Fund and maintain current funding lev-
els for English as a Second Language
programs both inside and outside of
Fairfax County Public Schools.

“This is not going to be an easy year
for us and your voices are important,”
Bulova told those assembled at

Bethlehem Baptist on Sunday. Bulova said
preserving the Penny Fund — which allo-
cates one cent out of every dollar of col-
lected real estate taxes to affordable hous-
ing programs — so that those who work in
Fairfax County can afford to live in Fairfax
County. The projected Penny Fund budget
for 2010 is $20.5 million but the possibility
of reducing funding for the program has
been raised as supervisors look to balance
the county budget.

REPRESENTATIVES from VOICE, a multi-
faith, non-partisan political action group,
said that it was important not to cut social

programming when it was needed most.
“Sometimes when there’s hard times,

people start to [abandon] what they hold
precious,” said Imam Johari Abdul-Malik.

In addition to public statements of sup-
port given at Sunday’s meeting by Bulova
and Hudgins, a letter read at the meeting
from Supervisor Gerry Hyland indicated
support for the VOICE agenda. A letter read
from Supervisor Penny Gross expressed sup-
port for the Penny Fund but was non-com-
mittal towards the other agenda items.
VOICE leaders were critical of Supervisor
Pat Herrity, who was scheduled to attend
Sunday’s event but did not and did not no-

tify VOICE of a reason for his absence,
said VOICE co-chair the Rev. Tuck
Bowerfind. Bowerfind said Herrity’s ab-
sence was “an important indication to us”
of a lack of recognition of the organiza-
tion and its goals.

Bulova and Hudgins said that while
they supported the VOICE agenda, bal-
ancing the county’s budget will be an
arduous process and citizen involvement
will be important.

“We must convey to all of our residents
the role that they play in our commu-
nity and they must each step up to help,”
Hudgins said.
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From Page 5

Looking at Revitalization

What’s New?

Puller (D-36) introduced a bill that would have
required the Department of Rail and Public Trans-
portation to conduct a transit study for this stretch
of Richmond Highway, the General Assembly never
allocated funding. So the Virginia Department of
Transportation transferred the money to a different
project on Lee Highway without even informing
Fairfax County.

“In 2004, VDOT conducted a speed study when it

was determined that Fairfax County’s stretch of Route
One was the worst in the commonwealth of Virginia
by a large margin,” said Catherine Voorhees, trans-
portation chair for the Mount Vernon Council of Civic
Associations, in an e-mailed response to questions.
“If our stretch of U.S. Route One is the worst in the
commonwealth, how come it does not receive prior-
ity from the commonwealth? It is a valid question
and one that citizens of the Mount Vernon District
deserve an answer.”

From Page 5

ment, have secured financing and in-
surance reimbursement and plan to
break ground in early spring 2009.

❖ Former Kings Crossing – JBG
Rosenfeld is negotiating with Wal-Mart
to put a store in the existing structure.
The Wal-Mart is proposed to occupy
80,000 SF of the building, with a 40,000
SF grocery component. The Chuck E
Cheese will expand and move to the
northern-most space in the building.
The current Chuck E. Cheese space will
be leased to another tenant.  In addition,
JBG plans to develop the property front-
age in phases, to include retail buildings
located along the main entrance off of
Richmond Highway. The subsequent
phases (currently totaling four addi-
tional) will extend to the current
Wendy’s. The final phase is an apart-
ment building located at the corner of
the Highway and Fairview Drive.

❖ Fairview Motel Site – Plans
were proposed to redevelop the recently
re-opened Fairview Motel for a hotel/
motel with up to 120 rooms. The SFDC
provided data and information for a
national chain to include in the feasibil-
ity study for the site.

❖ Former Groveton School Site
–The former Groveton School site is
being developed by Redbrick. They are
proposing changes to the Heights at
Groveton development plan that would
include an office building of 53,000
square feet. The remainder of the site is
29,000 square feet of retail on the first
floor, with 300 units of apartments
above. A proffer condition amendment
has been filed with Fairfax County and
a Board of Supervisors date has been
postponed until March 30.

❖ AutoZone – Company representa-
tives continue pre-submission meetings
with the county and district supervisors
and plan to start construction next year.

❖ K&M Shopping Center – Con-
struction complete for the
approximately 7,000-square-foot shop-
ping center on Fordson Road, and
Momma’s Kitchen, a Greek restaurant
and kitchen, is open. The owners have
signed a telecommunications business
for the center and are seeking a bagel
shop to occupy the remaining space.

❖ Mount Vernon Crossroads
Shopping Center – The owners of the
Mount Vernon Crossroads Shopping
Center are considering some improve-
ments to the building and to the
shopping center sign.

❖ Gum Springs Shopping Cen-
ter – The new owners of the Gum
Springs Shopping Center have been ap-
proved for a grant of up to $25,000 for
the improvements to the center. They
have started work on the structure, and
the SFDC will work with the property
owner to discuss with tenants the con-
struction and plans for consistent
building signs.

❖ Mount Vernon Plaza – Noodles
and Co. is now building out the space
formerly occupied by Just Fresh Restau-
rant at the Mount Vernon Plaza
shopping center.
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Fun for the whole family!
Come aboard our one hour cruises and see the incredible beauty

of the blossoms along the river.
Daily Cruises During the Festival March 28 – April 12

Save! Get your tickets online before March 21st
for only Adults $15 / Children $7 (4-15 years)

Our sightseeing boats depart from Washington Marina,
between the Jefferson Tidal Basin and the Fish Wharf.

www.DC-Cruises.com • 1300 Maine Ave. SW

*Arrive early for free street parking. Close to Metro. Boats have a sandwich-bar, HVAC, and lavatories.
Groups of 20 or more call 301-765-0750.

We cruise all spring and summer long!

From Page 3

News

parison, they look for two neigh-
borhoods of a similar price level
and age as well as those with a
similar housing stock, she said.

“We would be looking at what
somebody going out to buy a
house would be looking at. Some-
one looking to buy a house might
be searching in two neighbor-
hoods in same price range with the
same type of housing,” said
Coldsmith.

“Appraisal is a lot of judgment.
It is not an exact science. There is
a lot of judgment in there,” she
added.

BUT McKAY SAID the county
may have relied too much on the
architectural similarities  and not
given enough weight to location
when determining “sister neigh-
borhoods.”

“A rambler in Mount Vernon that
was built in the 1950s along the
[Potomac] river is not going to be
worth the same as a rambler in
Mount Vernon that built in the
1950s along the Route 1 corridor,
even if the two homes are rela-
tively close to each other,” said
McKay.

“A difference in geographic lo-

cation automatically makes two
properties dissimilar. The county
looked too much at whether the
building structures were the same.
There are not many homeowners
who go out and say they want a
rambler built in the 1950s. They
go out and look for a house that is
in a certain school district or on a
certain transportation route,” said
McKay.

Even though home assessments
went down in general across the
county, McKay predicted officials
could receive more complaints
about property values than they
expect because the data being
used to determine property value
has changed so dramatically.

“The taxpayers of Fairfax County
deserve to have an assessment
based on what is happening in
their neighborhood. Is it better to
base an assessment on a small
number of sales or to really stretch
and include properties that are a
far distance away?” asked McKay.

 Officials may have used “sister
neighborhoods” to determine as-
sessment across the county but
none of the other supervisors said
they have heard complaints or
even comments from constituents
about this process.

Comparing Values
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com,Realtors®

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

Alex./Old Town $829,000
Sensational opportunity to acquire solid brick
home w/buildable lot in heart of Old Town!

209 Green Street
Diann Hicks  703-628-2440

Alexandria $2,850,000
Historic elegance meets modern charm! Fantastic 8
bedrm, 6.5 bath estate sits on 1.5 acre lot w/swimming
pool, detached 2-car garage & so much more.

4007 Moss Place
Jennifir Bobsein  703-835-1256

Alex./Old Town $1,799,000
One-of-a-kind in Fords Landing. Arthur Cotton Moore home
w/over 3,200 SF of luxurious in-town living. Perfect for
entertaining or leisurely living w/2 rooftop terraces & patio.

700 South Union Street
Christine Garner  703-587-4855

Alex./Old Town $239,000
Why rent when you can own? New wood flrs in
this 2nd level 1 bedrm condo in Old Town! W/D
in unit.

1808 Abingdon Road #201
Fred Smith  571-215-3733

Alexandria $299,000
Beautiful corner 1st flr unit w/loads of light. Generous rm sizes include
2 bedrms & 2 bath. Gas fireplace, balcony, oversize windows, W/D in
unit & extra storage. Luxury master suite w/decadent soaking tub &
separate shower.

5908 Founders Hill #102
Julie Hall  703-786-3634

Alexandria $295,000
Sunlit top flr 2 bedrm, 2 bath condo w/vaulted ceilings,
open kitchen, large living rm w/nook & fireplace. Huge
sun rm w/Palladian windows. Master suite w/deluxe bath.

7708 Haynes Point Way #8K
Marianne Welds  703-869-1320

Alexandria $600’s
Custom charmer w/large addition. Level half-acre lot w/seasonal
plantings, Beautiful remodeled baths & kitchen w/granite. 4 bedrms
& 2.5 baths, family rm w/doors to deck & separate office. Truly a
special property!

6101 Beech Tree Drive
Mary Smith  703-626-9207

Alex./Old Town
$629,000

Light-filled 3 level,
2 bedrm, 2 bath
Townhome
w/parking in Canal
Way. Sunny eat-in
kitchen, 2
fireplaces, wood
flrs on all lvls & lots
of closet space!
Vaulted ceiling
w/skylights in 3rd
level.
1164 N. Pitt Street
Christine Garner

703-587-4855

Alex./Old Town
$400,000

Price & location…
this 3 level, 2
bedrm, 1 bath end
unit has it all!
Partially finished LL
ideal for expansion.
New windows,
CAC, fully fenced
yard w/deck & off-
street parking!

1210 Powhatan
Street

Christian Garner
703-587-4855

Alexandria
$589,900

Open flr plan
w/architectural
columns, 4 bedrms,
3 full & 1 half baths,
hardwood flrs & 2-
car garage just blks
from Huntington
Metro, & minutes to
the Pentagon, Ft.
Belvoir & D.C.

5626 Governors
Pond Circle
Bob Bazzle

703-599-8964

Alex./Rosemont
$949,000

Beautiful & bright
4 bedrm, 3 bath
home w/open flr
plan. Balcony off
master suite
w/sitting rm.
Move-in ready.
Great for
entertaining &
convenient to 2
Metros.
104 Maple Street E.

Bobi Bomar
703-927-2213

Alexandria
$509,000

Fabulous 2
bedrm, 2 bath
end unit in Old
Town Greens!
Hardwd flrs,
granite, deck &
garage.
Community pool,
tennis & more.

1610 B Hunting
Creek Drive

Lisa McCaskill
703-615-6036
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